ROPES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dade Cosby, Superintendent of Schools
304 Ranch Road Ropesville, TX 79358 « 806-562-4031 « www.ropesisd.us

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Texas law now requires school districts to distribute information to parents and guardians about
the safe storage of firearms. The attached information will help you learn about options for, as
well as how to talk to your child and others about, the safe storage of firearms.

It is unlawful to store, transport, or abandon an unsecured firearm in a place where children
are likely to be and can obtain access to the firearm. Under Texas Penal Code 46.13, a person
commits the offense of making a firearm accessible to a child if the child gains access to a
readily dischargeable firearm, and the person with criminal negligence:

Failed to secure the firearm; or

Left the firearm in a place to which the person knew or should have known the child would
gain access

The penalty for allowing a child access to a firearm can range from a Class C misdemeanor
(punishable by a $500 fine) to a Class A misdemeanor (punishable by a $4000 fine, a year in jail,
or a combination of the two).

Texas exempts the purchase of firearm safety equipment from Texas Sales and Use Tax.

Remember, a gun should be stored unloaded in a safe or locked container, with ammunition
stored elsewhere. You can learn more and find additional resources from the Texas Department
of Public Safety at https://safegunstoragetexas.com.

Sincerely,

Dade Cosby Q

Superintendent
Ropes ISD


https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.46.htm#46.13
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/sales/faq/firearm-safety.php#:~:text=Yes.,or%20storage%20of%20a%20firearm
https://safegunstoragetexas.com/
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Estimado(a) padre/madre/tutor:

La ley de Texas exige ahora a los distritos escolares que distribuyan informacion a los padres y
tutores sobre el almacenamiento seguro de las armas de fuego. La informacién adjunta lo
ayudara a conocer las opciones para guardar armas de fuego de forma segura, asi como la
manera de hablar con su hijo y con otras personas sobre este tema.

Es ilegal almacenar, transportar o abandonar un arma de fuego no asegurada en un lugar
donde sea probable que haya nifios y puedan tener acceso al arma de fuego. Segun el Cédigo
Penal de Texas 46.13, una persona comete el delito de hacer un arma de fuego accesible a un
nifio si este tiene acceso a un arma de fuego facilmente descargable y el negligente criminal:

No ha asegurado el arma de fuego.

Dejo6 el arma de fuego en un lugar al que sabia o deberia haber sabido que el nifio tendria
acceso.

La pena por permitir que un nifio tenga acceso a un arma de fuego puede variar desde un delito
menor de clase C (castigado con una multa de $500) hasta un delito menor de clase A (castigado
con una multa de $4,000, un afio de carcel o una combinacién de ambas).

Texas exime la compra de equipos de seguridad para armas de fuego de su impuesto sobre las
ventas y uso.

Recuerde que las armas deben guardarse descargadas en una caja fuerte o en un contenedor
cerrado con llave, y la municion en otro lugar. Puede obtener mas informacion y encontrar
recursos adicionales del Departamento de Seguridad Publica de Texas en
https://safegunstoragetexas.com.

Atentamente,

Dade Cosby
Superintendent
Ropes ISD


https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.46.htm#46.13
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.46.htm#46.13
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/sales/faq/firearm-safety.php#:~:text=Yes.,or%20storage%20of%20a%20firearm
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/sales/faq/firearm-safety.php#:~:text=Yes.,or%20storage%20of%20a%20firearm
https://safegunstoragetexas.com/
https://safegunstoragetexas.com/
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Other Resources:

The Texas DPS has created a public relations campaign — Keep "Em Safe Texas — that offers
free downloadable resources to promote safe gun storage.

House Bill 3, Section 19 (88th Texas Legislature) requires the Texas School Safety Center, in
collaboration with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), to provide to each school
district

and open-enrollment charter school information and other resources regarding the safe storage
of

firearms, including information on section 46.13 of the Texas Penal Code, for distribution by the
district or school.



https://safegunstoragetexas.com/
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/HB00003F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.46.htm#46.13

